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Introduction 

“Jesus said, let the little children come to me and do not hinder them for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”  Mathew 19:14 

 
What was new in 2012?  What a great question!!!!  We have so much to be thankful 
for.  We have registered over 1100 clients since we started in 2007, over 200 new 
clients in 2012 alone.  Many new and exciting things have taken place this year.  
Take a look at just a few of them. 
 
Child Care Plus Sponsorship Program (CCP), offered through ERDO, the 
Emergency, Relief and Development Organization began a partnership with us in 
February.  As of December 31st, 172 individual children were sponsored monthly.  
The funds that are sent each month are to benefit the sponsored child directly.  This 
allows us to tailor the sponsorship to the child’s unique needs.  The sponsorship 
assists the child to pay school fees, buy a school uniform, shoes and school supplies, 
get proper medical attention, attend physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech 
therapy and special education classes, go for specialist appointments with Eye 
Specialists and Orthopedic Surgeons, come to school or therapy on a bicycle taxi or 
minibus, get nutritious foods and a whole lot more!  Check out their website, 
www.erdo.ca to see other children that still need to be sponsored. 
 
Speech Therapy was introduced this year in March 
thanks to the CCP program.  We were able to 
contract a Communication Disorders Technician, 
one of only 2 in the country, (there are no practicing 
Speech Therapists in Malawi) to come and provide 
Speech Therapy to children in the Children’s 
Rehabilitation Program, Integrated Preschool and 
School Program.  Morgan assessed more than 30 
children and is now offering 6 different groups to 
the children he assessed.  The different groups are 
Language Stimulation, Motor Speech, Articulation, 
Oral Motor and Feeding and Augmentative Speech.   
 
Sign Language Instruction was also introduced in 
March thanks to the CCP program.  We are 
privileged to have one of the few teachers qualified 
to teach using Malawi Sign Language.  Annie comes 
to the centre twice a week during the school term 
and daily during the term breaks to teach our 
hearing impaired children Malawi Sign Language.  
During the term breaks our children who attend the 
Mua School for the Deaf come for sign language 
instruction, as they do not have the option to learn 
how to sign at school.  The parents of the children 



are also encouraged to come as well so that they too can learn how to sign. 
 
In February 2012 we opened one more Outreach 
Clinic, this time in Lumbadzi bringing the total 
number of Outreach Clinics to 5.  Lumbadzi is at least 20 
kilometres away from our centre in Area 25, out past 
the airport.  There was such a huge response to this 
outreach clinic with over 60 people being registered in 
just a few days!  The families were so excited to be able 
to come for therapy.  In 2012 the outreach clinic was 
offered once a week but in 2013 this will be increased 
to twice a week.  We identified children with cerebral 
palsy, orthopedic conditions, hearing impairment, 
epilepsy, learning disabilities, and malnutrition.  Many 
of these clients have been able to receive therapy as 
well as medical treatment.  Some have started school.  
One child with a hearing impairment had dropped out 
of the Mua School for the Deaf because the family could 
not pay the school fees and transportation to and from 
the school any more.  She is now sponsored through 
Child Care Plus and is attending school faithfully once more. 
 
Nkhoma Hospital Eye Department became a partner in 2012.  
We were able to send close to 30 children there for assessment 
this year.  The hospital is over an hour away from Lilongwe so we 
were able to hire a minibus to take the children there.  Some of the 
children have had operations and many have received glasses.  For 
others we have been helped to understand what is wrong with 
them and make appropriate plans for their education.  One child 
will go for assessment for the School for the Blind in 2013. 
 
Our Integrated Preschool got a new look with the children 
getting a school uniform.  They love having a uniform!  This photo 
is one of the Preschool kids who went to Nkhoma Hospital and 
received new glasses.  She is showing off her new preschool 
uniform as well.  In 2013 the kids will also be able to wear their 
new matching school sweater.  We were also able to hire a second 
teacher in March, which really helped.  By the end of 2012 the 
daily attendance was usually over 40 children so this made having 
2 teachers really important.  Next year we will have 3 teachers and 
the children will be divided into 3 groups according to their age 
and abilities. 
 
Motorcycle Training was carried out this year.  Omega, the Child 
Care Plus Sponsorship Secretary, and Clara and Philomena, our 2 
Rehabilitation Technicians have been learning to ride the 



motorcycle.  They have all been quite scared but have overcome their 
fear and are now ready to take their test.  Omega had never even 
ridden on a bicycle so it has been a huge accomplishment for her to 
learn how to ride.   
 
Once they have their licenses we will be able to open the next 
Outreach Clinic in Mgwangwa, a very rural village, 20 kilometres 
outside of Lilongwe.  No minibuses travel there so in order to start the 
Outreach Clinic we have to be able to ride in on the motorcycle.  We 
tried to go in on a bicycle taxi, which is how most of our moms bring 
their children in to see us.  However it took more than 4 hours just to 
get there and back to Area 25 leaving no time to actually work with 
the children.  We will also be able to carry out home visits in the rural 
communities that are too far for us to get to at present. 
 
A new Rocket Stove was installed at the Preschool Building.  This 
allows us to cook food for the children even when the power is off, 
which recently has been quite a regular occurrence.  It also allows us 
to cook for large numbers easily, which is very helpful during Parent 
Workshops and Christmas Parties! 
 
A Hot Water Geyser and supporting pipes was donated and 
installed in our Preschool building by the Round Table, Lilongwe.  This was such a 
nice gift as it made it easy for us to be able to have hot water when teaching the 
children how to wash and dress themselves independently.  Before the geyser was 
installed we had to boil the water sometimes using a wood fire especially when our 
power was out! 
 
Money has been Donated for A Playground for the Preschool and construction 
of the playground will be a priority for 2013. 
 
Cleft Lip and Palate Surgery was offered to our clients this year.  
CURE Hospital accepted the challenge to assist many of these 
children.  4 of our kids were able to get their surgery done through 
CURE Hospital in Blantyre.  Another 3 children were assisted 
through Operation Smile when they came to Lilongwe in 
September.  Another child will be assessed when a team of 
specialists comes to Lilongwe through Connect Med and the ABC 
Community Clinic, in February 2013.  This is such an important 
ministry, as many Malawians believe a child born with these 
problems has been bewitched. 
 
Our very first Christmas Pageant was held this year at the 
Integrated Preschool.  Mary and Joseph and baby Jesus were in 
attendance as well as lots of shepherds, wise men and an angel of 



course.  The kids really enjoyed acting out the Christmas story for their friends, 
parents and our staff!   
 
This year the Preschool teachers have started introducing the children to a variety 
of Bible stories.  Hopefully soon when they are asked, “What is your favourite Bible 
story?” they will have a ready answer! 
 
Thrive Malawi, a new Canadian charity came into 
existence this year to support our work.  In just a 
short time they were able to establish themselves as a 
Canadian charity, form a board, design and launch a 
website and Facebook page and hold several 
fundraising events.  They have already sent funds to 
help with our Feeding Program, Nutrition Program 
and to purchase 2 Bicycles to give to clients that live 
far from our centre.  Check them out at 
www.thrivemalawi.ca.  The website has lots of 
information about Children of Blessing Trust, including all of our newsletters and 
our most recent Annual Reports.  Keep checking the website to see the newest 
project, a video about Children of Blessing Trust, due to come out in early 2013. 

 
Centre Chretien Evangelique provided funds to allow 
children to get proper medical attention when they 
are ill.  This is a great help as we can now send children to 
mission hospitals and private hospitals to get the 
treatment they need.  
 
GIZ, Gap Year Program came alongside of the Children 
of Blessing Trust this year providing us with a volunteer 
to help out at the Preschool and School programs.  They 
also have plans to give us desks and bulletin boards next 
year. 
 
Glasgow City Council in partnership with 500 Miles Lilongwe donated 2 
computers, keyboards and monitors to us to the great delight of Mary, our 
Administrator.  We also received a printer as a donation from someone leaving 
Malawi.  This made the office actually look and function as an office.  The timing was 
perfect too, as they arrived at the same time as Elina, our new Administrative 
Assistant for the Child Care Plus Program.   
 
We were also very excited to get local support this year from City Pentecostal 
Church in Blantyre, Lilongwe Round Table, Lodge Angoni No 1404 SC and Gala 
Tobacco.  This is a very important step and we look forward to finding more Malawi 
based funding sources. 
 
 

http://www.thrivemalawi.ca/


2012 Highlights 
 
Attendances soared through the roof (literally) in all our programs.  It is now 
common at least once a week to have over 130 children attending the Children’s 
Rehabilitation Program, Preschool and School Programs in one day!  Once again we 
have begun dreaming of another house just for the School kids.  This would be so 
wonderful as the Preschool has gotten so big they really need to have more space.  
 
The Nutrition and Feeding Programs received 500 
kilograms of maize soya porridge a month from Feed the 
Children International for most of 2012.  In September our 
allotment was increased to 2000 kilograms a month, which, 
is a little more than we need.  We are hoping to receive 1000 
kilograms a month in 2013.  This allows us to feed the 
children porridge 3 or 4 weeks a month.  We also send home 
2 kilograms of porridge a month to each child attending any 
of our programs.   
 
190 Children on the Nutrition Program received 4.5 
kilograms of porridge to take home every 2 weeks.  These 
kids came every 2 weeks to have their weight, height and 
middle upper arm circumference measured.  Once they reach 
the desired weight for their age they drop down to 2 
kilograms a month. 
 
The Chiponde Program was an enormous help to children on the Nutrition 
Program.  Chiponde is a locally produced fortified peanut butter paste.  Each sachet 
provides the child with protein, vitamins and minerals as well as much needed 
calories.  Children who have a middle upper arm circumference of less than 12.5 cm 
are eligible to receive Chiponde.  121 children received Chiponde in 2012.  48 
children were discharged from the Chiponde Program and were able to receive 
porridge only.  7 children were admitted to the hospital with 
severe malnutrition.  Unfortunately even with our assistance 6 of 
the children died on the Chiponde and Nutrition Program. 
 
ERDO donated 375 treated Mosquito Nets.  As of December 31st 
we had given out 361 nets with the rest to be distributed once 
we reopen in January.  Everyone is very happy to receive these 
nets, as malaria is such a big problem in Malawi. 
 
6 clients were given Bicycles in 2102.  2 Child Care Plus children 
received bicycles to help them get to and from therapy.  One 
child lives in Lumbadzi and the other one in Chitukula Village.  2 
children received bicycles through a donation from Thrive 
Malawi.  These children live in Nambuma Village.  2 other 
children received bicycles through a donation from Visionledd 



USA.  These children live in Mgwangwa Village.  All of these children travel over 20 
kilometres to come to therapy or preschool. 
 
Integrated Preschool registered 75 children with disabilities and 10 able-bodied 
children.  Daily attendances were recorded between 40 and 58 
children. 
 
7 different Parent Workshops were held over 9 days 
including Introduction to Disabilities, Importance of 
Independence in Activities of Daily Living, Importance of Play 
and Sensory Stimulation, Importance of School, Communication, 
HIV/AIDS, and Nutrition and Food Security.  The mothers turned 
up in large numbers to learn more about how to help their 
children.  They especially enjoyed making sensory mats for their 
children as part of Workshop 3:  The Importance of Play. 
 
 8 Christmas Parties were held in order to keep the number of children, siblings 
and parents attending at a manageable number.  In total 311 children and their 
parent and siblings attended the parties.  Each child was able to receive a gift of 
clothing and a toy or school supplies.  Our thanks to Bags of Hope for providing us 
with the bags for each child and for another individual who helped us buy clothing 
for some of the children as well.  Thanks to the CCP sponsors of the children who 
also assisted us to purchase clothing and school supplies for their children.  Our 
thanks go out to Thrive Malawi for purchasing the chicken and rice that made the 
Christmas meal special! 
 
The Equipment Loan Program provided 65 children 
with 97 pieces of equipment.  Equipment given out 
included specialized chairs and trays, U pillows, harnesses, 
thumb and wrist splints, standing frames, arm and leg 
wraps and wheelchairs.  This picture shows moms from the 
Outreach clinics that have come into our centre in Area 25 
to receive specialized equipment for their children as well 
as porridge and chiponde.  Imagine walking home with all 
that on your head and a baby on your back too!!! 
 
500 Miles continued to partner with us this year.  57 children received 124 items 
including 88 Ankle Foot Orthoses, 2 Prostheses, 5 Hand Splints, 4 Shoe Raises, 2 
Insoles, 1 Elbow Splints, 12 Knee Ankle Foot Orthoses (one with a knee joint) 
 
Bible Club was revitalized with students from the African Bible 
College coming faithfully every Thursday to meet with our youth.  
We were also excited to have a guitar donated from a Mom and 
daughter on one of the teams that came to visit and even more 
excited when one of the students from the African Bible College 



played and sang with the kids during the Bible Club Christmas party! 
 
Epilepsy Clinics continue to run two 
afternoons a month with average 
attendances between 35 and 50 people.  We 
were sad to say goodbye to Jerry Koleski, one 
of our 2 doctors who has faithfully attended 
these clinics.  He and his family returned to 
the states in July.  Diane Young still continues 
to assist us and at present brings along 
Limbani, one of the Clinical Officers from the 
ABC Community Clinic.    We definitely would not be able to do these clinics without 
him!  In 2012 we saw 73 new clients bringing the total number registered to 438.  
All in all 244 clients attended 860 times at 24 clinics in 2012. 
 
One of our biggest needs for 2013 is for a second doctor to come alongside us.  
Please pray for this!   
 
We are thankful for John Podgore who comes every year from January to March 
with a group of medical students and also helps us at these clinics.  We are also 
thankful to the Lilongwe District Health Office, which provides us with epilepsy 
medication when they are in stock and for Broadway Church in Vancouver, Canada, 
which donated funds to purchase drugs whenever they were needed. 
 
44 Children went to see the Orthopedic Surgeon from CURE Hospital at 3 clinics 
in 2012.  3 Children went to Blantyre for surgery.  3 Other Children went for surgery 
through Malawi Against Physical Disabilities (MAP) in Lilongwe.   
 
4 Children with disabilities started attending private school 
this year with another group identified to start in January 2013. 
 
Lots of Teams and visitors came to support our work in 2012.  
We are thankful for each one who came.  Special thanks to Jessika 
Moore who came faithfully every week for several months to 
assess the children on the nutrition program and see those who 
were ill, to Francine and Dianne who came for several weeks and 
saw those who were really ill and who are continuing to assist us 
to send those really ill children to the hospital, and to Melissa 
Benson who has come for 10 months to help out at the Preschool 
and School Programs.  We were also excited to have teams from 
Crosslands Church, Harewood Community Church and Tattered 
Tiaras come back and visit us again.   Maybe you wish to come and 
join us in 2013?  Contact us at cobt@globemw.net and discuss it 
with us.  We would love to hear from you.  
 
 

mailto:cobt@globemw.net


Goals for 2013 
 

 Financial Sustainability:  As usual we currently have very little funds 
earmarked to assist us in 2013.  We have seen, however, God’s provision of 
funds for 2012 (since 2007 too!) and look forward to many wonderful stories 
of his faithfulness again in 2013. 

 To construct the Preschool playground 
 To finalize the motorcycle licenses for the Rehabilitation Technicians and 

the Child Care Plus Sponsorship Secretary and get the motorcycle up and 
running 

 To begin doing home visits of clients who live in very rural communities 
such as Chitukula, Kabudula, Nambuma, Mbavi, Mchesi, Lumbadzi 

 To open the next Outreach Clinic in Mgwangwa 
 To hire a Special Education Teacher for the Students with Learning 

Disabilities in the School Programs 
 To purchase or rent a separate building for the School programs 
 To locate a second doctor for the Epilepsy Clinic 
 To hire a third Rehabilitation Technician as one of our current 3 resigned 

at the end of the year to work in Ntcheu. 
 To hire a Nutritionist to follow the children on the Nutrition Program 
 To establish a better partnership with the Area 25 Health Centre and the 

Children of Blessing Trust.  Specifically to get Health Surveillance 
Assistants assigned to our centre to monitor the children’s height, weight and 
middle upper arm circumference and to get chiponde from the health centre 
for those children who qualify to receive it. 

 To offer Community Workshops explaining the Christian perspective of 
how to interact with people with disabilities, what the disabilities are and the 
causes of the disability and how to get help for people living in that 
community 

 To purchase a vehicle to enable us to transport people and equipment 
 To establish a partnership with the University of North Texas to bring 

PHD level physiotherapy students to Malawi for a placement 
 

Summary of Financial Support 
 
Our heartfelt thanks go out to everyone who supported us in 2012.  We simply could 
not have done all that we do without your prayers, your financial support, and your 
help!  Thank you for believing in us and trusting us with your finances. 
 

Churches 
Crosslands Church, Newmarket, Canada 
Broadway Church, Vancouver, Canada 
Southside Worship Centre, Ajax, Canada 
Reconnect Bar Haven, Ottawa, Canada 
Duncan Pentecostal Church, Duncan, Canada 



Gibson’s Christian Life Assembly, Gibson’s, Canada 
Abundant Life Pentecostal Assembly, Cranbrook, Canada 
City Pentecostal Church, Blantyre, Malawi 
Saanichton Bible Fellowship, Saanichton, Canada 
Harewood Community Church, Nanaimo, Canada 
Maritime Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada Woman’s Ministries 
Pentecostal Assemblies of Newfoundland and Labrador 
Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada 
 

Charitable Organizations 
Visionledd Canada 
Visionledd USA 
Thrive Malawi 
ERDO 
Round Table, Lilongwe, Malawi 
Bags of Hope, Lilongwe, Malawi 
 

Local Organizations and Hospitals 
Lilongwe District Health Office 
ABC Community Clinic 
Partners In Hope 
CURE Hospital 
Malawi Against Physical Disabilities 
Daeyang Luke Hospital 
Nkhoma Hospital 
Feed the Children International 
500 Miles Orthopedic Centre 
Valid International 
Children of the Nation 
Adziwa Orphan Care Support Organization 
Blessings Hospital 
 

Businesses 
Gala Tobacco 

Individuals 
 
We are so thankful to our many faithful individuals, more than 30 of you, who 
support us every year.  You know who you are!  We cannot do this without all of 
you!  We are especially thankful for those of you who continue to support our 
programs year after year!  Support like that helps us to become sustainable and that 
is something very special!  May God bless you richly in the upcoming year! 
 


